
LUCIAN B. IIUDGENS

Lucian B. I ludgens rdas born at Hudgens, Wil l iarnson County, I l l inois on
2 Novenber 1842, the son of Henry H. and Susan M. (Harrison) Hudgens. Fanily
tradi t ion is that Luciants mother was of the same fani ly of Virginia as the
Presidents l larr ison; however,  this has never been veri f ied through actual
records .

Itrs not known when the family went to Iowa. They were in Iowa at the
t ime of the 1856 state census. The I l istory of Davis County, 1882, gives June
1847 as the date of their  arr ival  in that county. They sett led in Marion
township, Davis County where Henry Iludgens farmed along the North Soap Creek.
Li t t le is known of Lucianrs l i fe except through documents obtained in ny own
family research, so i t  nust be assumed that he l ived the l i fe of any Iowa
farn boy of the time and was given sorne form of fornal education, although
the extent is not known.

At age 19, whi le a resident of Unionvi l le,  Appanoose County, with the
wri t ten consent of his parents, Lucian enl isted for three years in the 36th
Reginent Iowa Volunteer Infantry on 22 August 1862. I l is enl istment papers
described him as having blue eyes, fair  hair  and l ight complexion, standing
s ix  fee t  ta l l .

He mustered at Camp Lincoln, near Keokuk, on I  Oc[ober 1862 as a fr iva(
in Company C where, along with nany others, he promptly becane i11. This \ '

initial il lness continued into November of that year. When the Regirnent was
taken to  S t .  Lou is ,  M issour i  Luc ian  was hosp i ta l i zed  (19  December )  a t
Hospital  No. l ,  Benton Barracks with chronic pneunonia. He was discharged
fron hospital  and returned to duty 30 December. He was again hospital ized in
the Regiurental  Hospital  f tom 24 July to 3 August 1863 with congest ion. I Ie
was further hospital-ized in llashington Army llospital, Memphis, Tennessee on
27 August 1863. During his convalescence he was employed at the hospital  as
a guard, released on 18 November to return to duty.

Despite his i1lness, whLch persisted through his l i fet ime, he engaged in
several  batt les. Orr 11 March 1863, the 36th Iowa engaged the eneny for the
f i rst  t ime at Fort  Pemberton, l " l ississippi  on the Yazoo River above Vicksburg.
Fort Penberton was hardly above water leve1 on a tiny island in nid-river and
offered no land approach. The 36th rernained under f i re for two hours before
being ordered back to the boats. The Reginent returned to Helena, Arkansas
where at 4 orclock the'morning of 4 July they repulsed the enemy, but i t
wasnr t  unt i l  n idnight of  6 July that i t  was evident the eneny troops were in
retreat towards Li t t le Rock. On 10 August,  the Regirnent joined the Arkansas
expedit ion which 1ed to the capture of Li t t le Rock on 10 September.

On 23 March 1864, the 36th Iowa lef t  Li t t le Rock, on what was known as
the Canden expedit ion under }4ajor General  Steele, to cooperare in the Red
River expedit ion, a very hard and disasterous rmdertaking.

On 4 Apri l  the 36th net the Confederate forces at Elkins'  Ford (Ferry),
Arkansas on the Li t t le Missouri  River,  which is the boundary beLween present
Clark and Nevada count ies, s ix mi les south of Oklona. They fought on for \
nearly a week to Prair ie DrAnne, a distance of some 12 miles, where on \O 
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12 Apri l  at  Nubbin Hi l l  (10 ni les north of Prescott)  and at Prair ie DrAnne
proper (west of Prescott) ,  af ter three days of f ight ing in dense t imber and
other natural  defenses they dislodged the opposing forces. I t  was at this
point i t  was learned that Conferate forces were converging on Camden. The two
forces met at Poison Spring, 16 ni les south of Carnden. After a running f ight,
Canden was regained on 15 April 1864.

On the morning of 25 Apri l  1864, a bloody batt le ensued at the junct ion of
the Warren and Camden roads near Markts Mi1ls (10 ur i les east of  Fordyce).  The
confederate forces, consist ing of approximately 6000 troops, outnumbered the
36th six to one. 1\^ro hundred Union nen were lost,  k i l led or wounded and the
renaining 300 overpowered and captured.

Lucian was reported nissing on muster rol ls f ron 25 Apri l  L864, then as a
pr isoner  in  Ty le r ,  Texas .  There  are  conf l i c t ing  s to r ies  o f  the  pr ison  l i fe
endured by those men of the 36th. The troops were narched to Tyler at a rapid
pace, sometimes a distance of 52 mi les before halt ing. Some reported brutal
treatment,  no rat ions for as long as 48 hours, and al l  valuables stolen.

In the beginning pr isoners at Carnp Ford, four mi les north of Tyler,  Texas
experienced few hardships. They l ived in smal l  log houses (cal led "shebangs")
and in dugouLs. There were at f i rst  many recreat ional act iv i t ies, to include
basebal l ,  wrest l ing, s inging and musicals,  and gardening. There were
newspapers as wel l r  "The Canp Ford Borough" and "The 01d Flag",  the lat ter
hand-wri t ten in Roman let ters.  The men made their  own tools which they then
used to make necessary i tems, includlng bedsteads, snok. ing pipes, chess sets,
cups ,  hoes ,  e tc . ,  to  ease the i r  every -day  ex is tence.

The pr isoners fron the Red River operat ion ( including those of the 36th
Iowa) overcrowded the ten-acre pr ison to the extent that disease was prevelent
and many men, for lack of shelter,  burrowed in the earth, covering themselves
with blankets or whatever was at hand. The rat ion was f inal ly reduced to corn
meal,  some t imes eaten raw for lack of a pot or a f i re.

In  Apr i l  1864,  there  were  over  4000 pr isoners  a t  Canp Ford .  In  the  la t te r
days of the war i t  held as many as 6000 Federal  pr isoners and required 1500
guards .

Lucian was released in an exchange of pr isoners 25 February 1865, paroled
at Red River Landing, Louisiana 26 February f865. He was to have reported to
New Orleans, but nothing confir:ms this. He was furloughed home to Iowa on
20 March 1865 and returned to duty 2l  Apri l  1865. 0n 21 July 1865, he was
hospital ized aE DeVal ls Bluff ,  Arkansas for intermit tent fever,  returned to
duty 5 August 1865 as a cook, and mustered out 24 August 1865.

Lucian returned Eo his fatherts farm in Iowa. The i l lness pr ior to his
capture and the condit ions of the pr ison camp took their  tol l  of  his health,
but i t 's assr:med that in the beginning he led a fair ly act ive l i fe and was able
to  fa rm a longs ide  h is  b ro thers .

On 25 Apri l  1869, he marr ied Sarah Jane l larper,  daughter of Benjamin B.
and Clar issa ( l {eal)  I larper.  Sarah was born c.  1845 in Tennessee and noved with
her parents to Davis County, Iowa in 1856 as a ten-year-old gir l .
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Lucian and Sarah r@ained in Marion township, Davis County, and began

their  own family.  In May 1870, twin gir ls,  Ida and Ada, were born. Ida died
29 Apri l  L872. By the 1880 census, Udel l  township, Appanoose County, where
they had moved in 1875, "Addie" was 9 years old and Nora (c.  1873) and "Orvie"
(b. 1877; ny grandfather) had joined the household.

In 1882, the fani ly nigrated to Bon l lomme County, South Dakota ( then
Dakota Terr i tory) and another son, John E.,  was born in 1884. They remained in
South Dakota, moving to Charles Mix County pr ior to 1902, unt i l  the deter iora-
t ion of Lucianrs health necessitated a move to Colorado in February 1903.

Lucian B. Hudgens received a pension for his Civi l  War service unt i l  h is
death at Loveland, Lar imer County, Colorado on 20 Apri l  1903. His wife,  Sarah
Jane, appl ied for a widowrs pension fol lorr ing his death, which she receive unt i l
her death, 15 January 1916, in Westphal ia,  Knox County, Indiana.

NOTE: Ihe spelling of Lucian has been adopted because that is the way he
spel led his name on his Civi l  I ' Iar Enl istment papers. I t  has been
spel led as "Lucian",  "Lucien" and even as "Lut is".
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