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THE GENEALOGY OF JOHN BELL HUDGENS

To those who are interested in the genealogy of the HUDGENS family, and
to those who may becrme interested in th is genea' logy,  we take pleasure
in reconmending a book, researched and compi led by our Coosin Edgar H.
Hudgins of  Hungerford,  TX. This book publ ished by Larksdale of  Houston,
TX is  en t i t led  HUDGINS:  V i rg in ia  to  Texas .  I t  i s  we l ' l  researched and
contains much valuable histor ical  and genealogical  informat ion about the
Hudgens ancestory.

The h is to ry  o f  the  Hudgens fami ly  beg ins  in  Wales .  They  were  sk i l led
sh ipwr igh ts ,  sea  capta ins  and f r iends  o f  the  K ing  who u t i l i zed  the i r
ta len ts  in  es tab l i sh ing  co lon ies  and t rade.  The l i te ra l  t rans ' la t ion  o f
the word HUDGINS is "Lords of  the far  seas".

Our fami ly records go back to a John Hudgens, bir th and death dates unknown
to us.  He l ived in Amel ia County,  VA and later moved to Cumberland County,
VA where he marr ied Martha Hol loway, daughter of  John Hol loway of  Southan
Par r ish ,  Cumber land,  VA.  They  had th ree  ch i ' ld ren ;  t , . l i l l i am,  James,  and Mary .

JAMEI IUDQEISJS! may have been born in Cumberland County, VA about 1750.
f f i na - ( las tnameunknown) . In l811 theymovedwi th the . i r
fami l y  o f  e igh t  ch i ld ren ;  Dr .  Edward ,Gabr ie l ,  Ho l loway ,  t ^ l i l l i am,  James  I I ,
Sarah, Rebecca, and El izabeth f rom Cumberland County,  VA to what is now
known as Cheatham County, Tennessee. At the date of this move some of the
ch i ' ld ren  were  a l ready  mar r ied .  James ls t  d jed  December  20 ,  l8 l4  and is
bur ied in Cheatham County,  Tennessee.

JAIIES HUDGENS I I  was born in Cumberland County,  VA in 1773. He marr ied
f f i  and they had f ive chi ldren;

Wi l l i am
John Thomas
James I I I
Mary
Danie

1797 -  1865
lB04 -  lB78
1805 -
1805 -
1807 -

James I I  i s  bur ied  on  the  Old  Hudgens fa rm' loca ted  s ix  mi les  Nor th  o f
Ashland City,  Tennessee in Cheatham County

Jol tqThomas was born in Cumberland County,  VA on June B, 1804. He marr ied
NancJT[iFam who was born in North Caro'l ina in 1809. John and Nancy had
s ix  ch i ld ren ;  Zachar iah ,  John ,  A lexander ,  Ind ia ,  Nancy ,  and  Sarah  (Sa l ) .
Nancy Durham Hudgens died in 1842 in Robertson County,  Tennessee. John
Thomas marr ied Del i la Farmer and they had three chi ldren; James, t , ' | i l l iam,
and Henry.  John Thomas died December 29,1878 and is bur ied in the Fountain
Church cemetery located six mi les South of  Marion, l , l i l ' l iamson County,  IL.

Zachar iah Hudgens was born in Robertson County,  Tennessee Apr i l  3,1833. He
came to I l l inois f rom Tennessee with his father,  John Thomas Hudgens, at  the
age o f  19  in  1852.  0n  January  2 ,1854 Zachar iah  purchased '160 acres  o f  land
from the United States General  Land 0f f ice in Shawneetownn IL,  on which he
establ ished the Hudgens homestead in Southern Township,  l ' l i l l iamson County,
I l l inois,  and where his 14 chi ldren were born.  Zachar iah marr ied Mary Jane
Cooksey, daughter of Ephraim Cooksey. She was born in Smith County, Tennessee
in  1842 and came to  Wi l l iamson County ,  I l l i no is  in  1848.  Mary  Jane 's  Mother
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was E l izabeth  Ph i l l i ps ,  daughter  o f  Thomas Ph i l l i ps  o f  V i rg in ia ,  whose
fami ly moved to Tennessee fol lowing his death.  Later,  in 1848, the
fami ly moved from Tennessee to I l l inois.  Mary Jane Cooksey Hudgens
d ied  in '1888.  A f te r  her  death  Zachar iah  mar r ied  Sarah E.  Todd A l len ,
daughter of  Peter Al len.

Zachar iah Hudgens was a farmer,  a merchant,  and a stock raiser.  He was
associated with the f i rm of  Campbel l ,  Goodal l ,  and Company, which operated
several  merchandise stores,  conrnission houses, and warehouses. These
s tores  were  loca ted  a t  Crea l  Spr ings ,  Gorev i l le ,  Pu l ' ley 's  Mi l l ,  and  Mar ion .
Zachar iah  la te r  acqu i red  and opera ted  these bus inesses  fo r  h imse l f .
Zachar iah was an act ive Democrat and a Lieutenant in the Civ i ' l  War wi th
the Union Army. ln 1872 he was elected sher i f f  of  l^ l i ' l l iamson County and
served two years.  Zachar iah died September 20, 1902. He died from injur ies
received whi le t ry ing to hal t  a horse which threatened to hur l  i ts  female
dr iver and buggy into the path of  an oncoming I l l inois Centra ' l  Train on
East  Ma in  St ree t ,  Mar ion ,  I l l i no is  ra i l road c ross ing .  Zachar iah  is  bur ied
in the Fountain Church cemetery which is near the old Hudgens homestead.
The o ld  Hudgens homestead is  known as  Hudgens,  I l l i no is .  Th is  p la t ted
survey is near the C. & E.I .  Rai ' l road and formerly had a genera' l  store,
m i l l ,  b lacksmi th  shop  and  pos t  o f f i ce .

John Be l l  Hudgens was the  seond ch i ld  and o ldes t  son  o f  Zachar iah  Hudgens.
He was born  Apr i l  25 ,  186 l  in  Southern  Townsh ip ,  Hu{gens ,  I l l i no is .  He
received a publ ic shool  educat ion and cont inued to be a ser ious reader and
s tudent .  As  a  youth  he  worked in  a  s to re  a t  Pu l ley 's  Mi l l .  La ter  he  owned
and opera ted  a  g ra ' in  mi ' l l  and  s to re  in  Gorev i l le ,  I l l i no is .  He was a
success fu l  bus iness  man and was h igh ' l y  respec ted  by  h is  fe l low c i t i zens  as
a fr iend and counselor.  He was loyal  to his brothers and sisters and a
good fami ly man. He was elected by the directors of  the First  Nat ional  Bank
of  Gorev i l le  as  Cash ier .  He mar r ied  Anna L .  Mc ln tu r f f  (6 /23 /1862. -  8 /07 /1893) .
They had three chi ldren; Ear l  ,  Guy, and Mary Ruby. In 

'1894 
he marr ied

Ber t ie  F ly  (3 /14 /1876 -  9 /20 /1960)  and they  had s ix  ch i ' ld ren ;  Arb ie  F . ,
Va l  J . ,  l l l i l he lma,  Emma Max ine ,  John J . ,  and Kay Bur ton ,  John Be l l  d ied
January 3,  1944 and is bur ied in the Fountain cemetery,  s ix mi les South of
l4ar ion ,  I l l i no is .  H is  marker  bears  the  inscr ip t ion  HERE L IES A MAN,  wh ich
is very meaningful  to al l  who knew him.

John Be l l  Hudgens,  in  a l l  p robab i l i t y ,  was  named a f te r  John Be l l  o f
Tennessee, who was the president ia l  candidate of  the Const i tut ional  Union
Par ty  wh ich  opposed s lavery  and secess ion  in  the  e lec t ion  o f  1860.
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