
Early Autos

l'3r second oldest br6ther, Val, was ln the automobil,e business. He sold Fords.

They lrere sornething to see in the tAl and rTl d4ys. Having cars at orr dispo"d, .

and having sioter tBiLlier as a chauffer, we traveled alt over Southerra lilj.nois.

Few roads were paved, and hil"ls were steep. In winter they becarno so mrddgr, 
"tt{

then the rnrd dried into stone-Like cl.ods which were almost as hard as cement. The

hills were gp steep that ths gasoline would not feed to the engine. llany tirnes

Bi1lie would back down,. the hillr put tho car in rreverse and back up the hlLl in

ordor to get to the other side. You thirrk ltn kidding? Itts Gospell .

Onco a poor man ln our town conrnitted suiclde and Left a nife and Iittle daugirter.

Both Monr and BiUie were rdo-goodersr at heart. They declded werd ask therr to

go along on one of slrr, car trips. The wldow *{r" daughter and I sat Ln the rear
I

seat. The girl uas clnrbby and agressive, and I contlnued to nove fiuther and firrther

toward tho side of the car. f lnadvertently hi.t the Latch on the door and feLL sut.

Orr guest waited until they reached the top of the hiLL before she said rrMfs. Itrdgens

your little boy feLL out of the car anhilo agott.... Moma near\r died, but so did It

I remernber seeing the car going on and I tried to die, but St. Peter wouldnrt taice

Ilrer 9o I f"ti8ned i"Llness and ].et thern carry rV ]trqp bo{y to the top of thE blLL

before f flnalJy Let an €Efelash flutter a EttXe so t[ey rouldnrt bury ne cn ths

hiIlstde.

i-o .


