


PuttJ.ng Up The Heating Stow

Today rle havs lTalk Showsl on tclavision. Iears. ago rF had ltalk recordsl

for tbe phonograph. A favorite series of records rrere lUncls Joshl records. I

remenber one of rgl favorltes uas the ono about prtting up the stove. It was mcre

tnrth than poetrYr ed I identified nlth the record because putting up tho stone

seoned to bring ort the worst tn all of us.

In the fall of the year, which often corres late ia Southern lllinois, one

of tho distasteful but necessarlr chores lras putttng up tbe stoyeo Of course,

there were soIE who left thelrs up all sunner, Not it our house3 Even tbo lhj-

esty of the tNubian Hotblastr with ltrs ornate fretnork, chroure tnin and, finlaL

top, uere not enough to persuade llqn to leavc ourts up. Stow pipes had to bo

polished, as neLl as tho stovo, itseJ.f, and that usual\y feII ry lot. Sonetinres

tho pipes had to be secured'with a wire to the rral1 or ceillng. Since this dld

absolute\r nothing for the decor of the rool!, you can understand wtpr re relied

on tho fireplaco as long as possibLe.

Fi[ing the coaL buckets was a dei\y task. Each cvening long llnes of

firll buckets sat in readiness on the.porch for use through the ntght. Ihe next

day a long line of enpty ones raited for refil1s.

When Spring cann $B werc alrmgrs'gJ.ad to be free of tho huge black glaat rrho

spont his nlnters rith us. Or relationship ldth hln rras raost lntimate r*rile it

lasted. After all le bathed ln hls preseace 1n the wesh tub, and deponded on

hln for warmbh and protection.
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