
Sm.Lf Tor,::'l Socia1 Life '.

The chu::h;-::C j.trs influence tero fel,t in every hone in sralL-tor.n, Protcstant

Souihei-: Illi:rois. Orr toimr, of Goreville, had three, The Bapiist, l,-irich was

soinsti::.:s rcferr.ed to as the lonce in Gracerst, the l.lethodistl wirich nas o'uherrrise

kna,lar a; the tbacksliderst, and the PresbyLerians, You.tl.1 nctice that the first

two go'" i;heir vulgar nanes fro:ra the tenets of their faiih, uhich distinguishes

thern. -'::e Presbyterians were so strict ar:d sophistocatbd that so;,ehow, a nick-

nanp seefi.ed'..urbecorrin6,

Southen Ill.inoist first religion. with Christian enphasls csne ui:en the nission-

aries introduced Catholocis:n two hrurdred years earli-sr. Now, few Catholicss colt-

paratively, livecl ln Southernr Illinoj.s. I remenrber when a rrative Local boy uirotd

rnarried a Catholic and had aceepted CathoLocism hinself, returned to Goreville

to Live " A Plotestant mini.ster fron our fair city paid then a r^relconing visit,

and invited thein to his churcho fhe ne'dcomers advised hirn that they lere not

the least bit interested in attending his church. llord of their crrr'r, behavior

spred U.ke rrilC.fire. Sinco Itd never even seen a Catholic, I rnade it ry bus-

iness io look the farnily over carefully to see if their were anJr identifying

charac;::.nisi;:cs I should be au'are of .

Singin; Coriventions were i.n their hey-day in the t20s. Each chrrrch seened. to

compete with the others to see :+ho could havs the most suceessful one" Besides,

theyrd inadverbently hit upon a gold nine. PeopJ.e came fron rniles around, brought

their dinr.er, and had tfellowship singing Godts pri.iser. Often the hos,v minister

lead in devotions. At the end of the senrice a collecti.on was tal<en. TJris paid

the cost of ihe irnported singers and helped rf,ith other expenses the church had

accur:nrlaieC"
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